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OLYMPIC PEACE CONSOLIDATION

Since the first Olympic event, in 1896, the
Modern Olympic Games have had political
problems - attempts to weaken the event,
cancellations because of conflicts involving
countries historically important in the context of
sport, and other reasons in conflict with the rules
of the International Olympic Committee, which
recognize the concepts of Education, Fraternity
and Peace.

This series of unhappy events, which
prejudiced the legitimate organization of the
Olympiads, continued until 1988 in Seoul, but
were not repeated in Barcelona (1992), Atlanta
(1996) and Sidney (2000), which leads us to
believe that, finally, Olympic Peace is now an
affirmative process.

LA CONSOLIDATION DE LA PAIX
OLYMPIQUE

Depuis leur création, en 1896, les Jeux
Olympiques de I'Age Moderne ont vécu des
turbulences d'ordre politique, des tentatives
d'isolement, annulation due a des conflits des
pays historiquement importants pour le
contexte sportif et bien d'autres raisons
capables d'affecter les directives tracées par le
Cgmité Olympique International, qui préconise
I'Education, la Fraternité et la Paix.

Cette série de faits désagréables capables
de faire tort a la saine exécution des
Olympiades a duré jusqu'a 1988, a Séoul, et ne
s'est plus répétée a Barcelone (1992), Atlante
(1996) et Sydney (2000), ce qui nous fait
croire que finalement la paix olympique
s'affirme.

LA CONSOLIDACION DE LA PAZ OLIMPICA

A partir de suyo nacimiento, en 1896, los
Juegos Olimpicos de la edad moderna pasaram
por turbulencias politicas, tentativas de
prejudicar, cancelacion a causa de conflictos
entre naciones historicamente importantes en
el contexto deportivo y otras razones posibles
de influir en las directrizes instituidas por el
Comité Olimpico Internacional, que preconiza
Educacién, Fraternidad y paz.

Esta sucesion de acontecimientos desagradables
possibles de perjudicar la saludable realizacion
de las Olimpiadas ha permanecido hasta 1988
en Seul, no mas si repetindo en Barcelona
(1992), Atlanta (1996) vy Sidney (2000),
parecendo que finalmente la paz olimpica pasa
por un processo de afirmacion.

A CONSOLIDACAO DA PAZ OLIMPICA

Desde o seu nascimento, em 1896, os Jogos
Olimpicos da Idade Moderna passaram por
turbuléncias de ordem politica, tentativas de
esvaziamento, cancelamento devido a conflitos
envolvendo paises historicamente importantes
no contexto esportivo e outros motivos capazes
de afetar as diretrizes tracadas pelo Comité
Olimpico Internacional, que preconiza
Educacao, Fraternidade e Paz.

Esta série de fatos desagradaveis capazes
de prejudicar a sadia realizacdo das Olimpiadas
perdurou até 1988 em Seul, ndo mais se
repetindo em Barcelona (1992), Atlanta (1996)
e Sidney (2000), o que nos faz crer que
finalmente a paz olimpica passa por um
processo de afirmacdo.
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INTRODUCTION

Politics always brought about rivalry between
state-cities in ancient Greece, threatening the
Olympic Games in spite of the Holy Truce and severe
punishment of those who dared violate it. That is
what happened with Spartans during the
Peloponnesian War, when they disrespected the
promulgation of the cease hostility and took the
Fortress of Physcos by force and placed some of their
troops at Lepreon. They were punished for those
acts: their sanction was two thousand mines per
soldier, according to laws in force in those days.
However, the law-breakers did not pay the fine and
were immediately banned from the Games.

For political reasons, Emperor Theodosius I
banned the Olympic Games in the year of 394, after
a series of 292 successive events. The Games had
undergone total distortion in those days, having
become a Pagan festival. Christian doctrine was
expanding, and the emperor defended the neo-
Platonism canon, which advocated the condemnation
of the cult to the body and its substitution for
asceticism, a spiritual devotion.

The Games were revived thanks to the tenacious,
prestigious and relentless dedication of Pierre de
Coubertin. As soon as the Games restarted, he was
involved in a saga that would soon become a true
odyssey along his days as the head of the
International Olympic Committee. He had to cope
with most diverse problems, from those of political
nature to the hindrances caused by those who envied
him and could not put up with the success of the
Baron’s ideas.

Except for the first Olympiad of the new era, the
Games had to struggle through political adversities
that stemmed from racial discrimination prevalent in
some countries (South Africa, Rhodesia), to hostile
attitudes against ethnical groups and communities
that had always been discriminated (Jews, Gypsies),
to include acts of retribution perpetrated by a
political regime against another (United States -
capitalism X Soviet Union - communism). That
political action harmed the athletes whose
professional life was at full development because
their nations refused to participate in the Games.
Their absence ended up by lowering the technical
quality of the competitions.

That situation would only improve at the end of
the 20 century, in the Games in Barcelona (1992),
Atlanta (1996) and Sidney (2000), when the events
were carried out without any problems that would
defile their organization.

POLITICS X OLYMPIAN SPIRIT

Held in Athens in 1896, the first Olympiad did not
live any remarkable problem, although the event had
deserved acrimonious criticism from government
opposing politicians in Greece, and Tricoupis, the
Greek Prime Minister himself, had been quite
surprised to learn about the amount of money
involved in part of the budget for the competition.
Reluctant at first, he was finally convinced to accept
the idea by the Baron’s arguments.

The Olympic Games held in Paris four years later
were part of a Universal Exhibit that lasted five
months. The Exhibit, which had much more political
relevance than the Games, was for that very reason
also given more privileges by the Government.
Besides including the Games in an event that was
not related to sports at all, the Universal Exhibit
organizers also planned to give financial awards to
some of the Game winners. Such nonsensical
attitude infuriated the Baron of Coubertin, who
strongly opposed the violation of norms that had
been previously established and acts that did not fit
the amateurism spirit of the Olympic Games.

The Olympic Games were held in Saint Louis, in
the United States, in 1904, and once again they
happened simultaneous to an Exhibit, the “World’s
Fair” or “Louisiana Purchase Exposition”. An
uncommon event named “Anthropological Days” was
organized at the same occasion, with competitions
between Indians, Negroes and Racially Mixed
citizens. Pierre de Coubertin strongly opposed the
event.

In the Olympic Games in London, in 1908, against
the settled regulations, the Englishmen imposed a
procedure according to which the referees and
umpires had to be genuinely British. The I0C ended
up by accepting the imposition. The Englishmen also
created an incident with the North Americans by
including the military pentathlon in the Games.

In the Olympic Games in Stockholm in 1912, the
great news was announced in the competition - the
women'’s participation. The novelty, which was in fact
a convenient political position for the IOC, allowed
the official register of women in the Games. There
were a considerable number of women who
competed in swimming, with a remarkable
participation of Australian athletes. However,
Englishwomen had competed as tennis players in
1900, the North Americans had participated in arch
shooting in 1904, and in 1908, the Englishwomen
again took part in arch shooting and tennis
competitions. This female participation demonstrates




FIEP BULLETIN

2004

that the groundbreaking fact in the Olympic Games
in 1912 was sheer demagogy.

In the same 1912 Olympiad, the German
criticized the organizers because the Austrian-
Hungarian Empire was determined to march as a
single unit. Authorities in Vienna requested that the
Hungarians parade with the Austrians, but their order
was not obeyed.

The 1916 Olympic Games in Berlin were cancelled
because of World War I, which had broken out in
1914, with the serious involvement of the Germans.
The Holy Truce concept - a dream Coubertin had
tried to materialize since the creation of the IOC-
was then destroyed. There are stories reporting that
a sad Baron would have stayed home for several
days, deeply meditating on the reasons he would
have to keep on devoting his body and soul to the
Olympic cause as he had done until then. Politics
aggressively interfered in Olympiad now.

Reactivated in 1920, the seventh event of the
Olympic Games were held in Antwerp. The Germans
and their allies in the war that had ended two years
earlier, among whom were the Austrian, Czechs,
Hungarians, Bulgarians and Turkish, did not
participate in the event. The IOC did not invite them.

In the Amsterdam Games, in 1928, the IOC
allowed Germany to return, and the Soviet Union
was not present in the event, having claimed that
“capitalism and bourgeoisie” dominated the
competition.

But Hitler was the politician who would take the
most advantage of sports in their full meaning. He
attempted to demonstrate to the world that the Arian
race was superior in 1936 Berlin Olympic Games.
Having consolidated the national-socialism doctrine
all through Germany, preaching and executing a
permanent persecution of Jews and a relentless
discrimination against Negroes, Hitler would not miss
the opportunity to prove the supremacy of his racist
ideas and the superiority of the white race. He
wouldn't miss an opportunity to humiliated Negro
athletes, and that was his attitude when he simply
did not salute the great North-American champion
Jesse Owens.

Determined to prove to the foreign visitors that
the alleged anti—Semitism was part of a defamatory
campaign moved by international media against
Germany, Hitler ordered his subordinates to avoid
any evidence of bigotry against the Jews who lived in
Germany. Meanwhile, his orders were to remove all
the gypsies out of Berlin, since he considered them a
marginal group that might defile the Nazi's politics
efficacy. They came to extreme attitudes, such as
repatriating sportspeople like fencing Olympic
champion Helene Meyer, whose Jewish origin was
deleted because she had won the fencing foil
competition in Los Angeles (1932). As she was a high
level athlete, she would be able to attract the world’s
good will to the German cause. The IOC, however,
strongly protested against the policy of sports
nationalization for political purposes.

The 1916 picture prevailed twice again in the
1940 and 1944 Olympic Games. The Olympiads that
should have taken place in Helsinki and London,
respectively, never happened because of the II World

War. Politics had once again evilly interfered in the
Olympic Movement.

But Games were reactivated in 1948, when the
host city was London, and Germany and Japan were
not invited to the event. There was still great
animosity against those two countries, the
protagonists of a conflict that would take much
longer to be forgotten. Israel was also banished from
the Olympic Games in London due to political
pressure made by the Arabs.

Helsinki Games in 1952 celebrated the return of
Germany and Japan to the Olympic feast. The Soviet
Union (USSR) participated in the Games for the first
time. Four years later, because of its brutal invasion
of Hungary in 1955, in a bloody repression against
popular movement against imposed communism in
that country, the USSR would be repudiated in the
XVI Olympic Games in Melbourne. Spain, Denmark
and Sweden voluntarily abandoned the competition
to express their protest. There were several
demonstrations of different kinds in that Olympiad:
Egypt, Lebanon and Iraq held manifestations against
England and France, which had taken over the Suez
Canal a few months earlier; the delegates from the
Popular Republic of China left the Games when the
flag of Formosa (Nationalist China) was hoisted in
the Olympic Village.

The political antagonism between Russians and
Hungarians consisted of an impressive spectacle that
translated the days when the Games, already tainted
in their essence, had the Coliseum as their arena:
Hungary and the USSR played the semi-final water
polo match, and the Hungarians beat the opponents
in a 4 to 0 score. Hungarian expatriates were in the
audience, cheering their players to score more goals.
That boisterous support irritated the USSR players,
and one of them, Prokopov, brutally elbowed the
Hungarian Zador, whose injured eyebrow started
bleeding. The swimming pool water turned red and
the Russians abandoned the game, afraid of the
Hungarians’ retribution and the Budapest battle that
had been fought a year before.

This sequence of events brings us to the 1964
Tokyo Olympic Games, when South African
participation was banned because of its “apartheid”
policy, which openly confronted the IOC’s rules. In
that event, the International Federation of Amateur
Swimming and the International Federation of
Amateur Athletics disqualified GANEFO’s (Games of
the New York Emerging Forces - a political sportive
manifestation that had taken place a year earlier in
Jakarta) athletes from competing compete in the
Japanese Olympiad. North Korea and Indonesia did
not participate in the Tokyo Olympiad in a sign of
protest against this attitude.

The 1968 Games in Mexico also witnessed facts
that evidence the Olympic Games has increasingly
become an excellent stage for the promotion of
political actions ready to move the whole world.
Before the competitions started, South Africa was
already out of the games due to the racial
discrimination policies it insisted on adopting. Racial
discrimination, on the other hand, motivated the
original and surprising attitude of two Negro athletes,
Tommie Smith and John Carlos, gold and bronze
medallists of the 200m race. When they were invited
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to the podium to receive their medals, they took off
their shoes, put badges on their chest and black
beret on their heads. At the podium they raised one
of their arms and made a tightfisted gesture to
salute the public in a “Black Power” protest against
the racist policy, at a time of full effervescence in the
United States.

In 1968, there was another act of political protest.
North Korea withdrew from the Games to complain
against I0C’s decision not to allow its delegation to
participate in the competition with the denomination
of Democratic and Popular Republic of North Korea.
Another political fact in the Mexican Games was the
first-time participation of  two delegations
representing Western and Eastern Germany
respectively, with IOC’s approval.

The XX Olympic Games, held in Munich, started
without the inclusion of Rhodesia, which had been
prevented from participating due to a claim made by
the African countries and accepted by the IOC. The
African countries would not participate in the
Olympiads if that racial segregation supporting
country had been included in the competition.

But in spite of the wonderful organization
demonstrated by the Germans, the Munich Olympiad
will be remembered forever as the bloodiest
competition of modern times due to the barbarian
murdering of 11 Israeli athletes by a Palestinian
group named "“Black September”. With the support of
other factions, this group fought for the creation of a
Palestinian nation. The group members managed to
cheat the security rules in force in the Olympic
Village, slyly entered the lodgings and kidnapped the
Israeli delegates. Their negative mission will be
registered in the history of the Olympic Games
forever.

Four years later, in Montreal, the XXI Olympic
Games were opened without the presence of 28
African and Arab countries that decided not to
participate in protest against the presence of New
Zealand. On a trip to South Africa two months
earlier, the New Zealander rugby team had broken
the rule that banned the T“apartheid” policy
supporting country from international competitions
by distinguishing it with a sports excursion.

Four years later, in Montreal, the XXI Olympic
Games were opened without the presence of 28
African and Arab countries that decided not to
participate in protest against the presence of New
Zealand. On a trip to South Africa two months
earlier, the New Zealander rugby team had broken
the rule that banned the T“apartheid” policy
supporting country from international competitions
by distinguishing it with a sports excursion. The
involved countries had already urged the IOC not to
allow New Zealand to join the Montreal Games. As
they were not successful, they decided not to
participate. Black Africa was only represented by
Senegal and Ivory Coast, two countries that decided
not to let politics interfere in sports.

The United States did not send any delegation to
the Moscow Olympic Games in 1980. Their decision
was a protest to the aggression perpetrated by the
USSR against Afghanistan a vyear before. The
communist country invaded Afghanistan and was
given an ultimatum to withdraw that country before

the Games. As the ultimatum was not accepted, the
North-Americans did not go to Moscow and their
attitude was imitated by more than 63 countries,
among which were Western Germany, Canada,
Japan, Austria and a few others that did not play an
outstanding role in the international sports scenario.
Some countries, like Italy, even refused to carry their
countries’ flags in the Olympic Games opening
parade. Their replaced the IOC flag for their own
national flags

The XXIII Olympic Games held in 1984 were
boycotted by socialist actions, except for Romania
and Yugoslavia. However, for the first time, the
People’s Republic of China was present in the Games.
Under the allegiance that the members of its
delegations would not be safe enough, USSR decided
to reciprocate the “kind” attitude the North
Americans had taken in the former Olympic Games,
and did not show up in Los Angeles. Other countries
that shared the same political guidelines
demonstrated their solidarity. Among them were
Eastern Germany, Hungary, Czechoslovakia, Cuba,
Albania, Angola and Poland.

There are no doubts that North American and
Soviet political manifestations in 1980 and 1984
conquered other prestigious countries in the
international sports environment. Those alliances
generated a highly considerable loss of technical
nature in the Olympic ambiance, ending up by
keeping great names in the world of sports away
from Moscow and Los Angeles.

The XXIV Olympiad was held in Seoul (1998). The
Games’ organizers lived anxious moments before
they started because the participation of the Soviet
Union had not been confirmed. In fact, in the last
minute, the USSR decided not to support North
Korea’s attitude. The North Koreans’ participation in
the Games depended on the fulfilment of their
ambition to share the responsibility to organize the
event with South Korea.

South Korea participated in all the stages that
culminated with the election of Seoul as the Olympic
host city. It had to face serious technical and
financial problems and the North Koreans did not
make any movement to support South Korea in the
most difficult moments. Even so, with I0OC’s assent,
the South Koreans offered their neighbors the
opportunity to co-participate by organizing
competitions in some sport modalities. That offer was
rejected, and North Korea declared it was interested
in an independent organization of the opening and
closing ceremonies. Those facts generated a crisis
that ended up in a boycott represented by the
absence of Cuba, Albania, Angola, Ethiopia,
Seychelles Islands (in the Indic Ocean) and North
Korea itself.

Some analysts of international politics comment
that Cuba’s withdrawal from the Games would be
completely supported by the Soviet Union, which
would also decline to participate in the Games in a
gesture of solidarity. But when USSR decided to
participate in the Games, it went against the Cuban
attitude. The mentioned analysts also affirm that
Cuba decided to be coherent to its previous decision
in order not to demonstrate any subservience to
Moscow.
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Some internal political problems were about to
take the Olympic Games away from Seoul. The
elections that had taken place the previous year
chose Roh-Tae-Woo as the president of South Korea.
The polls were not able to neutralize the government
and opposition antagonist views. The opposition,
backed up by students’ movements, struggled for
more effective democracy, better salaries and above
all, for the reunification of the divided Korea back
into a single country again. The Korean nation was
separated by a military-dominated area located at 38
Parallel in a war fought between 1950 and 1953.

A verbal agreement between the government,
political and students’ leaders prevented bloody
battles in Seoul during the Olympic Games. The
battles happened before the Games and emerged
again one year later, but there was peace during the
event. The Seoul agreement was a revival of the
truce that prevailed during Ancient Olympic Games.
Coubertin’s noble and inspired ideals were also
revered during the reawakening of this “Holy Truce”.
Nevertheless, some far-reaching measures were also
enforced to protect the Games from the repetitions
of Munich’s atrocious violence. A  security
organization was put into practice, as it had never
happened before during Olympic games, including
urban anti-guerilla troops and special operation
groups prepared for action. There were around 11
thousand policemen, among which there were anti-
terrorist groups especially trained in Martial Arts,
with the most modern security equipment available.

Those threats of violence that had increasingly
aggravated every time the Games were held led to a
question: what would happen in Barcelona-92? The
Spanish city had been a candidate to host the Games
for the fourth time. The first time was in 1932, when

Barcelona lost to Berlin because of the political
instability in Spain those days, which would end up
bringing about the Civil War from 1936 to 1939.

Barcelona is placed in a region where the ETA
guerilla men concentrate much of their action. They
fight for the freedom of Catalonia, and in order to
reach their goals, the ETA army practices terrorism in
urban-style guerillas. They sacrifice several innocent
lives in order to call the world’s attention to their
cause, without any concern about the negative
consequences of their actions, which provoke popular
revolt rather than any kind of sympathy. But ETA
and the Spanish government promoted a “holy truce”
in the middle of the twentieth century and no violent
action took place. Not a single regrettable event
happened during the Games in Atlanta - 96 nor in
Sidney- 2000. There is hope that the Olympic Peace
has been restored for good, consolidating Baron of
Coubertin’s glorified ideals.
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INTRODUCAO

Na antiguidade grega, a politica causava
constante rivalidade entre as cidades-estado,
ameacando seriamente a realizagdo dos Jogos
Olimpicos, apesar da Trégua Sagrada se fazer
sempre presente, com o0s responsaveis pela sua
violagao sendo severamente punidos. Isto ocorreu
com os espartanos, durante a Guerra do
Peloponeso, que apds a promulgacdo da suspensdo
das hostilidades, tomaram, pelas armas, a fortaleza
de Physcos, a0 mesmo tempo em que colocavam
uma guarnicdo em Lepreon. Estes atos lhe valeram
uma severa sancdao: multa de dois mil
minas/soldado, segundo as leis vigentes. Entretanto,
os infratores ndo pagaram a multa, sendo
imediatamente desclassificados e excluidos dos
Jogos.

A prépria supressédo dos Jogos Olimpicos no ano
394, por obra do imperador romano Teododsio I,
ap0ds 292 disputas ininterruptas, representou um ato
politico. Na época, os Jogos passavam por um
processo de total distorcdo, transformando-se numa
festa pagd, ao mesmo tempo em que o cristianismo
ganhava expansdo e Teoddsio era um apologista da
doutrina néo-platonista que, entre outras pregacgdes,
preconizava a condenagao do culto ao corpo em
favor do ascetismo, responsavel pelo culto ao
espirito.

Uma vez os Jogos sendo reativados devido,
principalmente, a tenacidade, ao prestigio e ao
incansavel trabalho de Pierre de Coubertin, também
comegou a saga que se transformaria numa
verdadeira odisséia a ser por ele vivida durante e
apods sua permanéncia a frente do Comité Olimpico
Internacional, representada pelos mais variados
problemas de carater politico e até atingindo os
limites da inveja por parte daqueles que nao
admitiam ver as idéias do Bardo alcangarem éxito.

A excecdo da primeira Olimpiada, as que se
seguiram apresentavam, antes de sua realizagao,
obstaculos de fundo politico que iam desde a
declarada discriminagdo racial dominante em alguns
paises (Africa do Sul, Rodésia), passando por
atitudes hostis contra etnias e sociedades ja
marginalizadas (judeus, ciganos) até atos de pura
represadlia de um regime politico contra outro
(Estados Unidos - capitalismo X Unido Soviética -
socialismo), prejudicando a carreira de atletas em
plena ascensdo, pois seus paises se recusavam a
participar dos Jogos, o que, em Ultima instancia,
também provocava a queda do padrdo técnico da
competicao.

Tal situacdo so viria a melhorar no crepusculo do
século 20, com os Jogos de Barcelona (1992),
Atlanta (1996) e Sidney (2000) se realizando sem
problemas capazes de comprometer sua organizacao.

POLITICA X OLIMPISMO

A primeira Olimpiada, realizada em Atenas, em
1896, nao apresentou problemas de maior
repercussdo, embora na prépria Grécia a realizagdo
do evento merecesse acerbadas criticas por parte
dos politicos oposicionistas e a relutancia do proprio
primeiro-ministro  grego, Tricoupis, assustado
quando Coubertin lhe apresentou apenas uma parte
do orcamento da competicdo, porém, a
argumentacdo do Bardo acabou por convencé-lo.

Quatro anos depois, os Jogos Olimpicos, que
tiveram Paris como sede, foram incluidos dentro da
programacdo de uma Exposicdo Universal, com a
duracdao de cinco meses e bastante privilegiada
pelas preferéncias governamentais, por se tratar de
um evento cujos dividendos politicos eram mais
rentaveis do que as Olimpiadas. Para coroar o
absurdo de incluir a competicdo no programa de um
acontecimento totalmente divorciado do desporto,
0s responsaveis pela Exposicdo Universal
planejaram distribuir prémios em dinheiro para
alguns vencedores, o que irritou profundamente o
Bardo de Coubertin, contrario a violagdo os preceitos
regulamentares previamente estabelecidos e ao
espirito do amadorismo.

Em 1904, em Saint Louis, Estados Unidos, outra
vez os Jogos Olimpicos se realizaram paralelamente
a uma exposicdo, a “World’s Fair” ou “Louisiana
Purchase Exposition”. E, também aproveitou-se a
oportunidade para uma insdlita iniciativa
denominada “Antropological Days”, competigao
entre indios, negros e mesticos, contra a qual se
insurgiu Pierre de Coubertin.

Nos Jogos Olimpicos de Londres, em 1908, os
ingleses, contrariando os regulamentos, exigiram
gue os arbitros fossem nativos e ndo internacionais,
imposicdo que o COI acabou aceitando. E ainda os
ingleses criaram um atrito com 0s norte-americanos
ao incluir o pentatlo militar nos Jogos.

Em 1912, nos Jogos de Estocolmo fez-se grande
alarde de uma “novidade” lancada na competigdo,
que no fundo seria uma posicdo politica de boa
conveniéncia do COI - a permissdao para a mulher
competir, o que ocorreu macicamente em natagdo,
registrando-se a participacdo de representantes da
Australia. Entretanto, em 1900, inglesas competiram
em ténis; em 1904, norte-americanas competiram
em tiro com arco e, em 1908, novamente inglesas
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participaram de provas de tiro com arco e ténis,
demonstrando que o ineditismo dos Jogos de
Estocolmo, tao propalado, era pura demagogia.

Ainda nesta Olimpiada, os alemdes criticaram os
organizadores porque o império austro-hungaro
queria marchar unido. Viena pediu aos hungaros que
desfilassem junto com os austriacos, o que acabou
nao acontecendo.

Chegamos em 1916 e os Jogos Olimpicos
marcados para Berlim foram cancelados devido a 13.
Grande Guerra, iniciada em 1914, na qual os alemaes
estavam seriamente envolvidos. Desmistificou-se,
portanto, a Trégua Sagrada, sonho acalentado por
Coubertin desde a criagdo do COI, que acabou nao se
concretizando. Conta-se que o Bardo passou varios
dias recolhido no seu lar, triste e meditando se valia a
pena continuar se dedicando de corpo e alma a causa
olimpica, como vinha fazendo até entdo. Agora, de
forma agressiva, a politica interferia no olimpismo.

Reativados em 1920, os Jogos Olimpicos, em sua
sétima edicdo, se realizaram em Antuérpia,
registrando-se a auséncia dos alemdes e seus
aliados na guerra encerrada dois anos antes, que
nao foram convidados pelo COI a participar do
evento, entre eles austriacos, tchecos, hungaros,
bulgaros e turcos.

Nos Jogos de Amsterdam, em 1928, o COI
permitiu a volta da Alemanha e a Unido Soviética
classificou a competicdo como sendo do “capitalismo
e da burguesia”, ndo comparecendo.

Mas seria Hitler que, em 1936, nos Jogos
Olimpicos de Berlim, aproveitaria o desporto em
toda a sua plenitude para tentar demonstrar ao
mundo a preconizada superioridade da raca ariana.
Com a doutrina do nacional-socialismo consolidada
em toda a Alemanha, pregando-se e pondo-se em
pratica uma permanente perseguicdo aos judeus e
uma implacavel discriminagdo aos negros, Hitler ndo
podia perder a oportunidade para, de acordo com
suas idéias, provar ao mundo a supremacia da raca
branca, procurando humilhar os atletas negros,
conforme tentou fazer ao ndao cumprimentar o
campeonissimo norte-americano Jesse Owens.

Com o objetivo de mostrar aos Vvisitantes
estrangeiros, que o propalado anti-semitismo fazia
parte de uma campanha difamatéria da imprensa
internacional contra a Alemanha, Hitler ordenou que
todo e qualquer indicio de animosidade contra os
judeus residentes no pais fosse evitado. Ao mesmo
tempo, determinou que os ciganos fossem
removidos para fora de Berlim, por se tratarem de
um grupo marginal que poderia comprometer a
eficacia da politica nazista. Chegou-se ao extremo
de repatriar desportistas como a esgrimista Helene
Meyer, camped olimpica de florete em Los Angeles
(1932), esquecendo-se sua origem  judia,
simplesmente por se tratar de um atleta de alto
nivel capaz de capitalizar simpatia para a causa
alema. Entretanto, o COI protestou veementemente
contra essa nacionalizagdo dos desportos com fins
politicos.

O mesmo filme de 1916 repetiu-se em 1940 e
1944, portanto em dose dupla - os Jogos Olimpicos
marcados, respectivamente, para Helsinki e Londres
ndo foram realizados em virtude de um conflito
belicista de ambito mundial, a 2@ Grande Guerra.

Era a politica interferindo novamente de forma
altamente maléfica no olimpismo.

Porém, em 1948 os Jogos foram reativados,
tendo Londres por cenario, mas Alemanha e Japdo
nao foram convidados. Ainda era grande a
animosidade contra estes dois paises, protagonistas
de um conflito cujas marcas o tempo custou a
apagar. Também Israel foi excluido dos Jogos de
Londres devido a pressGes politicas exercidas pelos
arabes.

Os Jogos de Helsinki, em 1952, marcaram o
retorno de alemdes e japoneses ao convivio
olimpico, assim como a estréia da Unido Soviética
(URSS), pais que, quatro anos depois, nos XVI Jogos
Olimpicos, realizados em Melbourne, provocaria o
abandono voluntario da Espanha, Dinamarca e
Suécia, revoltados com sua atitude de invadir, em
1955, a Hungria, para reprimir de forma brutal e
sangrenta uma revolta popular contra o comunismo
opressor que ali se instalara. Esta Olimpiada foi a
mais abundante em protestos de variadas origens:
Egito, Libano e Iraque manifestaram-se contra a
Inglaterra e a Franga, que meses antes tomaram o
Canal de Suez; a delegacdo da Republica Popular da
China ausentou-se dos Jogos ao ver hasteada na
Vila Olimpica a bandeira de Formosa (China
Nacionalista).

Ainda o antagonismo politico entre russos e
hangaros proporcionou um espetaculo digno da era
em que os Jogos, ja vilipendiados em sua esséncia,
tinham o Coliseu por arena: Hungria e Unido
Soviética jogavam a semifinal de pdlo-aquatico, em
que os hdngaros venceram por 4 a 0. Assistiam ao
jogo expatriados hudngaros, que insuflavam seus
patricios a fazer mais gols, estimulo que irritou os
jogadores da URSS, tendo um deles, Prokopov,
desferido violenta cotovelada no magiar Zador, que
teve o supercilio aberto, perdendo muito sangue. A
agua da piscina ganhou uma coloragcao avermelhada
e 0s russos abandonaram o jogo, temerosos de uma
forra dos hdngaros e da batalha de Budapeste,
ocorrida um ano antes.

Chegamos a 1964, ano da realizagdo os Jogos
Olimpicos de Téquio, em que a Africa do Sul foi
proibida de participar por adotar a politica do
“appartheid”, que se chocava frontalmente com as
regras do COI. Nesta oportunidade, a Federacao
Internacional de Natagdo Amadora e a Federacao
Internacional de Atletismo Amador impediram que
atletas praticantes do GANEFO (Games of the New
Emerging Forces), manifestacdao politico-desportiva,
ocorrida um ano antes em Jacarta, disputassem a
Olimpiada na capital japonesa. Coréia do Norte e
Indonésia discordaram desta atitude e ndo foram a
Téquio.

Os Jogos do México, em 1968, também foram
marcados por fatos que cada vez mais
comprovavam ser a competicdo olimpica um
excelente palco para a divulgagdo de atitudes
politicas capazes de sensibilizar o mundo inteiro.
Antes de se iniciarem as disputas, a Africa do Sul ja
estava proibida de participar, uma vez que
continuava adotando a politica de discriminacao
racial, que motivou, por outro lado, uma atitude
insélita e surpreendente por parte de dois atletas
negros norte-americanos, Tommie Smith e John
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Carlos, colocados em 1°. e 39. lugar a prova de 200
metros rasos: ao serem chamados para receberem
as medalhas a que faziam jus, descalcaram os
sapatos, colocaram distintivos no peito e boinas
pretas na cabeca. J& no pddio, levantaram um dos
bractos e com o punho cerrado fizeram uma
saudacao de protesto em favor do movimento “Black
Power” e contra a politica racista, na época em
plena efervescéncia nos Estados Unidos.

Também em 1968, a Coréia do Norte
protagonizou outro ato de protesto politico, ao se
retirar dos Jogos em represalia a decisdo do COI, ao
ndao permitir que sua delegacdo participasse da
competicio com a denominacdo de Republica
Democratica e Popular da Coréia do Norte. Outro
fato politico presente aos Jogos do México: a
participacdo, pela primeira vez, de duas delegacoes
representando a Alemanha Ocidental e a Alemanha
Oriental, com a concordancia do COI.

Os XX Jogos Olimpicos, realizados em 1972, na
cidade de Munich, se iniciaram sem a Rodésia,
impedida de participar devido a uma exigéncia das
nagdes africanas, aceita pelo COI, de que nao
compareceriam a Olimpiada se aquele pais, seguidor
da politica de segregacdo racial, estivesse presente.

Mas, apesar de toda a maravilhosa organizagao
demonstrada pelos alemdes, a Olimpiada de Munich
se perpetuara na histéria como a competigdo mais
sangrenta dos tempos modernos, em virtude do
barbaro assassinato de 11 atletas israelenses por
parte de um comando palestino integrante do grupo
denominado “Setembro Negro”, que ao lado de
outras faccbes Iutava pela implantacdo de um
estado palestino. Sorrateiramente e burlando as
normas de seguranga vigentes na Vila Olimpica, o
comando penetrou nos alojamentos e seqiiestrou os
israelenses, cumprindo uma missao cuja
negatividade ficara gravada para todo o sempre na
histéria das Olimpiadas.

Quatro anos depois, em Montreal, os XXI Jogos
Olimpicos comegaram com a auséncia de 28 nagodes
africanas e arabes, que resolveram ndo participar
em protesto contra a presenca da Nova Zeldndia,
que dois meses antes havia feito com sua equipe de
rugby, uma excursao pela Africa do Sul, prestigiando
assim um pais que se encontrava proscrito das
competicGes internacionais por insistir na politica do
“appartheid”. Anteriormente, os citados paises
pressionaram o COI a ndo aceitar a presenga na
Nova Zelandia nos Jogos de Montreal. Como ndo
obtiveram éxito, resolveram ndo participar, sendo a
Africa negra representada apenas, por Senegal e
Costa do Marfim, que preferiram ndao misturar
desporto com politica.

Em 1980, nos Jogos Olimpicos de Moscou, os
Estados Unidos ndo compareceram, como uma
forma de protesto a agressdo sofrida um ano antes
pelo Afeganistdo, que teve seu territdrio invadido e
ocupado pela URSS. Esta, recebeu um ultimato para
se retirar daquele pais até o inicio dos Jogos. Como
isso ndo ocorreu, os norte-americanos ndo foram a
Moscou, atitude imitada por mais 63 paises, entre
eles Alemanha Ocidental, Canadda, Japao, Austria e
outros de menor importancia no cenario desportivo
internacional. Algumas nacbdes, como a Italia,
recusaram-se, inclusive, a participar do desfile de

abertura dos Jogos com sua bandeira nacional a
frente da delegacgdo, substituindo-a pela bandeira do
seu Comité Olimpico.

Os XXIII Jogos Olimpicos, realizados em 1984,
tiveram um boicote das agdes socialistas, a excegdo
de Roménia e Iugoslavia, contando, porém, pela
primeira vez com a presenca da Republica Popular
da China. Alegando falta de seguranca para os
componentes de sua delegacdo, a URSS achou por
bem retribuir a “gentileza” dos norte-americanos
quatro anos antes, ndo comparecendo a Los
Angeles, obtendo a solidariedade de outros paises
alinhados com suas diretrizes politicas, como
Alemanha Oriental, Hungria, Tchecoslovaquia, Cuba,
Albania, Angola e Pol6nia.

Indubitavelmente, as manifestacGes politicas de
norte-americanos e soviéticos, em 1980 e em 1984,
arrastando consigo outros paises de renomado
prestigio no ambiente desportivo internacional,
provocaram um prejuizo técnico de elevadas
proporcées a causa olimpica, privando a assisténcia
internacional de ver em confronto os maiores nomes
do desporto mundial em Moscou e em Los Angeles.

A XXIV Olimpiada, ocorrida em Seul (1988), foi
antecedida de angustiante expectativa devido a
incerteza quanto a presenca da Unido Soviética, que
a ultima hora resolveu ndo apoiar a atitude da
Coréia do Norte. Esta condicionava sua participacdo
nos Jogos a pretensdo de dividir com a Coréia do Sul
a responsabilidade de organizar o evento.

A Coréia do Sul participou de todas as etapas que
culminaram com a escolha de Seul para sediar a
Olimpiada, enfrentando e superando sérios
problemas de carater técnico e financeiro, sem que
0s norte-coreanos se manifestassem para ajuda-la
nos momentos mais dificeis. Mesmo assim, com o
consentimento do COI, os sul-coreanos ofereceram
aos seus vizinhos a oportunidade de co-participar,
organizando competicbes de algumas modalidades,
proposta desprezada, tendo a Coréia do Norte
declarado interesse inclusive em fazer os cerimoniais
de abertura e encerramento em separado. Gerou-se
uma crise causadora do boicote representado pela
auséncia de Cuba, Albania, Angola, Etiopia, Ilhas
Seychelles (no Oceano Indico) e da propria Coréia
do Norte.

Alguns analistas de politica internacional
comentaram que a desisténcia de Cuba seria
apoiada integralmente pela Unido Soviética, que se
solidarizaria com o pais de Fidel, também desistindo.
Entretanto, quando a URSS resolveu participar dos
Jogos contrariou a atitude cubana que, de acordo
com os mesmos analistas, para ndo evidenciar o que
seria encarado como uma subserviéncia declarada a
Moscou, preferiu ser coerente a decisdo
anteriormente tomada.

Também problemas politicos internos estiveram
na iminéncia de impedir que os Jogos Olimpicos
acontecessem em Seul. As eleigOes realizadas um
ano antes, que levaram Roh-Tae-Woo a presidéncia
da nagdo sul-coreana, ndao conseguiram neutralizar
as divergéncias entre governo e oposicdo, que aliada
ao movimento estudantil, desejava mais
democracia, melhores saldrios e, principalmente, a
reunificacdo da Coréia, separada pela zona
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militarizada no Paralelo 38 desde a guerra entre as
duas Coréias, no periodo de 1950 a 1953.

Um acordo verbal entre governo, liderangas
politicas e estudantis, permitiu que durante a
ocorréncia das Olimpiadas, Seul ndo fosse agitada
pelas sangrentas lutas que antecederam os Jogos e
que, um ano depois, recrudesceram. O acordo de
Seul reviveu as normas dos Jogos Olimpicos da
antiguidade: por alguns dias, o espirito idealista e

puro do Bardo de Coubertin também foi
reverenciado, propiciando a ressurreicdo da outrora
respeitada “Trégua Sagrada”. Entretanto,

providéncias de grande alcance ndo deixaram de ser
tomadas, objetivando evitar a repeticdo da barbarie
de Munich, sendo montado um esquema de
seguranga nunca antes visto em toda a histdria dos
Jogos Olimpicos, incluindo varias forcas preparadas
para agdes de anti-guerrilhas urbanas e operagoes
especiais, num total de 100 mil policiais,
destacando-se corpos anti-terroristas eximios na
pratica de artes marciais e dotados de equipamentos
de seguranga ultra-moderno.

Diante de todos esses fatos, que vinham
ocorrendo de competicdo para competicdo, ficava
uma pergunta no ar: 0 que aconteceria em
Barcelona-92? Era a quarta vez que a cidade

espanhola se candidatava para sediar os Jogos
Olimpicos, sendo a primeira em 1932, para realizar
os Jogos de 1936, perdendo a escolha para Berlim,
devido a instabilidade politica vivida na época pela
Espanha e que acabou provocando a guerra civil de
1936-39.

Barcelona se situa numa regido de ha muito
agitada pelos guerrilheiros da ETA, organizagao
basca que pleiteia a independéncia da Catalunha.
Para atingir este objetivo, o ETA tem praticado
violentos atos terroristas de guerrilha urbana,
sacrificando inlmeros inocentes e buscando chamar
a atencdo do mundo para a sua causa, sem se
importar com as conseqliéncias negativas destas
atitudes, que antes de tudo provocam a revolta
popular. Porém, o ETA e o governo espanhol
promoveram uma “trégua sagrada” em pleno do
século 20 e nada de lamentavel aconteceu que
viesse a prejudicar a competicdo, assim como
também ocorreu em Atlanta-96 e Sidney-2000,
esperando-se que a paz olimpica tenha sido
restabelecida em definitivo, consolidando os ideais
preconizados pelo Bardo de Coubertin.

La FIEP conclut

“LE CONCEPT D'EDUCATION PHYSIQUE "
Célébré dans le Manifeste Mondial D'Education Physique FIEP 2000

Art. 2 - L’Education Physique, droit de tous, c’est un procédé d’Education, soit par des
moyens formel ou non-formels.

e Qui lorsqu’elle fait I'intéraction avec les influences culturelles et naturelles (eau,
air, soleil etc.) de chaque région et les installations des équipements artificiels
adéquats;

e Qui lorsqu’elle utilise des activités physiques sous forme d’exercices de
gymnastique, des jeux et d’‘autres options de loisir actif, avec des propos
éducatifs;

e Qui lorsqu’elle rend objectif I'apprentissage et le développement des habiletés
motrices d’enfants, de jeunes-gens, d’adultes, et des agés, en augmentant leurs
conditions personnelles a l'acquisition des connaissances et attitudes favorables a
la consolidation des habitudes sistematiques de practique physique;

e Qui lorsqu’elle promeut une éducation effective pour la santé et I'occupation saine
du temps libre pour le loisir;

e Qui lorsqu’elle reconnait que les practiques corporelles relacionnées au
développement des valeurs, peuvent conduire a la participation de chemins
sociaux responsables et a la recherche de la citoyenneté;

SE CONSTITUE en un moyen effectif a la conquéte d’un style de vie actif des étres
humains.
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